
 

 

June 2025 

PVHMC Named One of America’s Best 
Maternity Hospitals in the Nation for the 

Second Year in a Row 

Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center (PVHMC)          
has been named one of America’s Best Maternity 
Hospitals in the nation by Newsweek and Statista for 
the second consecutive year. The ranking recognizes 
the top maternity hospitals across the nation,              
spotlighting institutions that excel in providing             
exceptional care throughout the pregnancy, delivery 
and postpartum periods. 
 
The Newsweek ranking is based on a nationwide 
online survey of hospital managers and medical       
professionals, as well as publicly available data from 
hospital surveys addressing patient experience and 
hospital quality metrics from several sources with              
a focus on indicators relevant to maternity care,         
according to Newsweek. 
 
“This prestigious recognition demonstrates our           
commitment to providing mothers with high quality, 
safe care at every prenatal and postpartum stage,” 
said Richard E. Yochum, FACHE, President/CEO at 
PVHMC. “With more than 5,000 deliveries in 2024, 
mothers and newborns in our community can rest 
assured that they are in trusted, experienced and 
compassionate hands.” 
 
Newsweek shares that “with more than one-third of 
U.S. counties now classified as maternity care deserts, 
it's more important than ever for expectant parents  
to locate hospitals that provide not only exceptional 
care for delivery but prenatal and postpartum support 
as well.” 
 
The California Hospital Association estimates that 
more than 50 hospitals have closed their obstetric 
units in California. PVHMC’s maternity unit has       

remained steadfast,            
expanding services for 
high-risk patients, and 
has earned many acco-
lades for its patient safety 
and meeting quality met-
rics in labor and delivery.  
 
PVHMC’s cesarean                  
(C-section) reduction program and quality initiatives 
identify patients at high-risk for complications and 
reduces cesarean births among low-risk, first-time 
mothers. The reduction in primary C-section births 
leads to less complications and better outcomes. 
PVHMC also works with neighboring health centers 
to monitor prenatal care for women who plan to give 
birth at the hospital. The Hospital has a maternal-fetal 
transport program with other facilities to transfer 
women who experience pregnancy complications          
to PVHMC. The high-risk maternal fetal transport 
team works with referring facilities, as far as the cities                   
of Ridgecrest and Bishop, to develop a plan of care 
for each patient who needs a higher level of care.  
 
In the past year, PVHMC earned a ‘High Performing’ 
rating as a Best Hospitals for Maternity Care 
(Uncomplicated Pregnancy) by U.S. News & World 
Report, as well as recognition as one of 26 hospitals 
in the nation for providing excellent patient outcomes 
to black mothers. In addition, it has been recognized 
by Blue Cross Blue Shield with a Blue Distinction® 
Centers+ (BDC+) for Maternity Care designation, 
earned Advanced Certification in Perinatal Care from 
The Joint Commission, and recently received             
redesignation as a Baby-Friendly Hospital by                     
Baby-Friendly USA. 
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May, and the year itself, seems to be racing away at top speed. As we move into  
June and the summer months, let us reminisce about the many celebrations we have 
observed here at Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center – from Nurses Week to  
Hospital Week, Stroke Awareness Day and Trauma Survivors Day…there has been 
much to recognize. 
 
While we rejoice in these observances once per year, our patients and community  
express their gratitude to you every single day. In my recent rounding on the units,    
I have been deeply touched and inspired by the truly excellent care our Associates 
and Physicians provide. I am reminded especially of these experiences our patients 
have shared: 
 
Though our patients are grateful for the medical care they are receiving, there          
is a deep sense of appreciation for the healthy cultures in each unit. They see the 
teamwork, communication and mentorship between Associates, no matter their   
clinical level or position. They are reassured by the thorough explanations of care 
and information they receive about their conditions and progress. They feel                 
respected and cared for, not just as another bed number, but as a human being. 
Make no mistake, you are making a difference in the lives of our patients and               
their families. 
 
I look forward to hearing more of our patients’ stories and meeting many more                
of you on the floors in my rounds. 
 
Speaking of looking towards the future - though we’ve had an unpredictable month 
of weather, we can expect the coming weeks and months to bring hotter, brighter 
and longer days. With that, many of us will be kicking off our shoes and heading to 
the beach to enjoy the sun and sand or swapping our clogs and crocs for hiking boots 
to take in the many adventure lands that surround us – the desert, mountains, valleys 
and more. May the warm weather give you an energizing spring in your step, or time 
to rest, relax and soak in the sun.  
 
I wish you and your loved ones a joyful start to the season. Remember to summer 
safely – hydrate, stay cool and protect yourself from the UV rays. 
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Coming Up for May 2025… 
 

• Physical Wellness: Women’s Preventive Care  

• Emotional Wellness: Quick Tips for Better Mental Health  

• Financial Wellness: Navigating Market Volatility  

• Easy Recipe: Middle Eastern Spiced Chicken  
 

Access  upcoming events /postings  on the 

Wellness  for Life Intranet Page! 

 

 
2024 Summary Annual Report 

 

The 2024 Summary Annual Report for the Pomona Valley Hospital 

Medical Center Associate Benefit Plan is posted on the Intranet under 

Departments – Human Resources – Benefits – Benefits Plan Descriptions.  

The Report is provided to you as information only.   

 

If you wish to obtain paper copy of the Health Plans’ Summary 

Annual Report, please email your request to benefits.group@pvhmc.org 

and we will mail a paper copy of the Report to your home address 

as currently shown in Launchpad.   

 

If you have any questions, please call the  

Benefits Department at 909.865.9741. 

Thank you. 

 

 

https://intranet.pvhmc.org/main/associate/wellness_for_life/physical_wellness.php
https://intranet.pvhmc.org/main/associate/wellness_for_life/emotional_wellness.php
https://intranet.pvhmc.org/main/associate/wellness_for_life/Financial_wellness.php
https://intranet.pvhmc.org/main/associate/wellness_for_life/Financial_wellness.php
https://intranet.pvhmc.org/main/associate/wellness_for_life/index.php
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Shavuot/Feast of Weeks (June 1-3) is a two-day Jew-
ish holiday celebrating God’s gift of the scriptures 
known as Torah to the Jewish people at Mount Si-
nai over 3,000 years ago.  Shavuot occurs exactly 
seven weeks after the holiday of Passover. Passover 
commemorates the liberation of the Israelites from 
their enslavement to Pharaoh; on Shavuot, they re-
ceived the Torah and became a nation committed 
to serving God.  Shavuot is celebrated through can-
dle-lit dinners, staying up all night to study Torah, 
listening to the reading of the Ten Commandments 
in a synagogue, and enjoying other festivities. In 
many synagogues, it is traditional to read aloud 
from the Book of Ruth and to decorate the sanctu-
ary with plants and flowers.  
 
At least once in a lifetime, every adult Muslim with 
the means and physical ability to do so is required 
by the Five Pillars of Islam to make a hajj 
(pilgrimage) to Mecca, the city where the Prophet 
Mohammad was born. Pilgrims participating in hajj 
visit the Kaaba, the "House of Allah,” in addition to 
performing other ritual duties.  The Kaaba looks 
like a black stone cube from the outside, and is con-
sidered by Muslims to be the Baytullah or house of 
God on earth.  This small building determines the 
qibla (direction of prayer) for Muslims around the 
world. At each day’s five required prayer times, 
Muslims all over the world determine the direction 
of the Kaaba from where they are.  In the past, the 
direction was an approximation, but now Muslims 
are able to use GPS to determine exactly which way 
to face for prayer. Pilgrimage to Mecca is the 
highpoint of a Muslim’s religious life and occurs 
nearly every day of the year, with the largest num-
ber of people attending during Ramadan and the 
Hajj holiday.  This year, Hajj will be held June 4-9. 
The event is one of the largest religious gatherings 
in the world, and approximately three million peo-
ple participate each year.  
 
Have you ever heard of a “juggernaut”? Not the 
Tyler, the Creator, song by that name, or the Marvel 
Comics character, but “a literal or metaphorical 
force regarded as merciless, destructive, and unstop-
pable.” The word is commonly used in English, but 
has its roots in India.  Jagganath is one of the names 
for the Hindu god Krishna; he is celebrated on 
Ratha Yatra (June 27) along with Balabhadra (his 
brother) and Subhadra (his sister). Like many peo-
ple, these Hindu deities like to take a summer vaca-
tion, and they visit several of their favorite temples 
every year.  Ratha Yatra (Chariot Festival) commem-

orates Lord Jagannatha's annu-
al visit to Gundicha Mata tem-
ple in the city of Puri, India.  
The word “juggernaut” en-
tered the English language after early English and 
European visitors to India witnessed the festival and 
were so impressed by the spectacle of the massive 
wooden chariot used to transport statues of the 
gods that they could not find a word in their own 
language to describe it.  The festival remains ex-
tremely popular in the present day.  Though the 
celebration in Puri is the largest one anywhere in 
the world, the holiday is celebrated in many other 
locations including Los Angeles.  So that each city 
may host their own celebration, individual locations 
may hold their events after the holiday itself. Every 
year, the LA International Society for Krishna Con-
sciousness (ISKCON) hosts their very own local Los 
Angeles Festival of Chariots.  This year, the festival 
will be held on August 1-3, with the parade begin-
ning at the Santa Monica Pier.  The festival features 
the traditional chariot procession, cultural perfor-
mances, musical kirtans (devotional songs), a free 
vegetarian feast, and more.  For more information 
about this free annual festival, please visit https://
www.larathayatra.com/ . This annual event is now 
in its 49th year, and offers an opportunity to wit-
ness an ancient Hindu celebration without going 
too far from home.  
 
To speak with a Chaplain (available daily 8:30am-
5pm), please message Hospital Chaplain using Con-
nect Messenger or phone 909-469-9305. To request 
support for a patient or family, enter a Spiritual 
Care Services referral in PowerChart. The Chaplains 
of Spiritual Care Services are here to support YOU. 
 
June 2025 Holidays  
2-3 Shavuot (Feast of Weeks)—Judaism 
4-9 The Hajj (Pilgrimage)—Islam 
7-10 Eid-al-Adha (Festival of the Sacrifice)—Islam 
8 Pentecost—Christian 
15    Trinity Sunday—Christian 
19    Juneteenth/Freedom Day—American 
Feast of Corpus Christi (Solemnity of the Body and 
Blood of Christ)—Catholic 
20    Summer Solstice—first day of summer 
24    Nativity of St. John the Baptist—Catholic  
27    Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus—
Catholic Muharram (first month of Islamic calendar) 
begins—Islam, Ratha Yatra (Chariot Festival)—
Hindu 
29    Feast of Saints Peter and Paul—Catholic 

Summer Celebrations 
By Elizabeth Grainger, Palliative Care Chaplain 
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Learn more here. 

Read more here. 

Watch the clip here. 

Read the article here. 

Read the article here. 

Read the article here. 

https://www.beckersasc.com/asc-news/how-6-asc-specialties-are-using-ai/
https://www.todaysparent.com/pregnancy/heartburn-relief-pregnancy/
https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#/clip/view/898004d1-3710-42f6-bdfe-e108db98b106?token=56173021-0fe1-45d7-9e9a-f8e7ead94a6c
https://theicecommunity.com/american-college-of-radiology-introduces-new-officers/
https://patch.com/california/across-ca/these-are-cas-safest-hospitals-new-ranking-says
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/whats-your-go-treatment-new-diabetes-patients-2025a1000b0g
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