
 

 

May 2025 

PVHMC Earns an ‘A’ Hospital Safety Grade from The Leapfrog 
Group for the Fourth Consecutive Reporting Period 

Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center 
(PVHMC) has  earned an “A” Hospital Safety 
Grade from The Leapfrog Group, an inde-
pendent national nonprofit watchdog fo-
cused on patient safety, for four consecutive 
reporting periods. Leapfrog assigns an “A,” 
“B,” “C,” “D” or “F” grade to general hospi-
tals across the country based on over 30 
measures of errors, accidents, injuries and 
infections as well as the systems hospitals 
have in place to prevent them.   
  
“Demonstrated through our dedication to 
the highest standards in patient care, we’re 
proud to earn national recognition for our 
commitment to patient safety from Leapfrog 
for four consecutive reporting periods,” said 
Richard E. Yochum, FACHE, PVHMC Presi-
dent/CEO. “From every facet our operations, 
our health care team and administration 
work collaboratively to ensure that we pro-
vide an exceptional patient experience to 
every person who walks through our doors.” 
 

“Achieving an ‘A’ Hospital Safety Grade re-
flects enormous dedication to patient safe-
ty,” said Leah Binder, president and CEO of 
The Leapfrog Group. “I extend my congratu-
lations to Pomona Valley Hospital Medical 
Center, its leadership, clinicians, staff and 
volunteers for creating a culture where pa-
tients come first.”  
  
The Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade stands as 
the only hospital ratings program focused 
solely on preventable medical errors, infec-
tions and injuries that kill more than 500 pa-
tients a day in the United States. This pro-
gram is peer-reviewed, fully transparent and 
free to the public. Grades are updated twice 
annually, in the fall and spring.  
  
To explore PVHMC’s full grade details and to 
find valuable tips for staying safe in the hos-
pital, visit HospitalSafetyGrade.org.  
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From Hospital Week to Nurses Week to our many health awareness months, May is a 
celebratory month for all. For those of us with children or who are in school our-
selves, it’s the signal of a break from the busy school schedules.  
 
This year, although Hospital Week falls during the Week of May 11-17, we will be 
recognizing you all between May 19-23, with a fun week of activities and, back by 
popular request, In-N-Out burgers. 
 
The “Camp PVHMC” theme is fitting for us here at PVHMC. Although our top priority 
is to provide high quality, safe health care for our patients and community, our val-
ues echo those found in the summer camp setting. We strive to always foster an envi-
ronment of teamwork, professional development and skills-building, resilience, prob-
lem-solving and innovation, to name a few. I hope you all enjoy the meals and fun 
activities that have been planned for you during this week. 
 
We have exciting news to share this month! Our Associate’s dedication to our priority 
of creating a safe environment has earned PVHMC an “A” Hospital Safety Grade for 
Spring 2025 from The Leapfrog Group, an independent national nonprofit watch-
dog. The program is peer-reviewed and, fully transparent, and its results are easily 
available to the public. This is our fourth consecutive “A” safety grade. The achieve-
ment reflects our commitment to patient safety, and I am incredibly proud of all our 
Associates whose hard work made this possible.  
 
Congratulations to our Pediatric Inpatient Care Unit for celebrating its one-year anni-
versary this past April. It was a great effort to bring this healing unit to fruition and I 
would like to thank all the doctors, nurses, staff, and volunteers who made this ex-
ceptional place for our most vulnerable patients and their parents to receive their 
care.    
 
Thank you to all our Associates for your hard work and excellence that makes 
PVHMC one of the highest-ranking hospitals in the nation. Taking care of the health 
and wellness of our community is a great responsibility and our Associates do it while 
meeting the highest of standards, which is something to be truly proud of. 
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Coming Up for May 2025… 
 

• Physical Wellness: Women’s Preventive Care  

• Emotional Wellness: Quick Tips for Better Mental Health  

• Financial Wellness: Navigating Market Volatility  

• Easy Recipe: Middle Eastern Spiced Chicken  
 

Access  upcoming events /postings  on the 

Wellness  for Life Intranet Page! 

https://intranet.pvhmc.org/main/associate/wellness_for_life/physical_wellness.php
https://intranet.pvhmc.org/main/associate/wellness_for_life/emotional_wellness.php
https://intranet.pvhmc.org/main/associate/wellness_for_life/Financial_wellness.php
https://intranet.pvhmc.org/main/associate/wellness_for_life/Financial_wellness.php
https://intranet.pvhmc.org/main/associate/wellness_for_life/index.php
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Throughout the month of May, many Catholics 
around the world offer special devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, mother of Jesus. Catholics 
have celebrated Mary in May for hundreds of 
years. The tradition offers a way to connect spirit-
ually with Mary throughout the month.  Individu-
als may choose to dedicate prayers, offer recita-
tions of the Rosary, build a special home altar, 
and participate in masses. Some parishes host a 
procession, crowning a statue or image of the Vir-
gin Mary with flowers.  This is referred to as a 
“May Crowning.” In the United States, a May 
Crowning traditionally takes place on Mother's  
Day (May 11), in honor of the mothers in the 
congregation. In the Philippines, Mary is celebrat-
ed with the Flores de Mayo ("Flowers of May").  
Colorful flowers decorate local churches in cele-
bration of the bounty of spring, with special at-
tention paid to Mary’s altar. Some communities 
celebrate with formal processions of Mary’s im-
age, singing and dancing along the route to wel-
come the rains that will water the new crops. 
Mary is also celebrated on the Feast of Our La-
dy of Fatima (May 13).  This sacred day in the 
Catholic tradition commemorates the first of six 
times Mary appeared to three young shepherd 
children in Fatima, Portugal.  During these appa-
ritions, Mary asked the children to pray the Ro-
sary for peace.  
 
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai lived in the land of Isra-
el in the second century, when the area was un-
der Roman rule. He is remembered today as the 
first known teacher of the Kabbalah, a mystical 
interpretation of Jewish scripture. On the day of 
his death, Rabbi Shimon instructed his disciples to 
mark the date as “the day of my joy.” According 
to tradition, a righteous person’s deeds, teach-
ings, and positive impact on others reach their 
highest point on a specific day—and it is on that 
day that the righteous person departs from this 
life. Many Jews celebrate the life and death of 
Rabbi Shimon every year on Lag B’Omer (May 
15). In later centuries, the day was known as 
“Scholar’s Day,” when students were freed from 
classes to enjoy outdoor activities. One of the 
best-known practices of the holiday is the light-
ing of bonfires, symbolizing the spiritual light of 
Rabbi Shimon. A large celebration is held annual-
ly at the Tomb of Rabbi Shimon and his son in 

Meron (in northern Israel), 
where hundreds of thousands 
celebrate with bonfires, sing-
ing, dancing, and enjoying picnics. 
 
The Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev Sahib 
(May 30) is remembered by Sikhs in gratitude for 
Guru Arjun’s contribution to their faith. Guru Ar-
jan compiled all of the past Gurus' writings into 
the Sikh Holy Scripture, known as the Guru 
Granth Sahib. Guru Arjan was the fifth guru in 
the Sikh faith, and the first to be martyred for his 
beliefs. Gury Arjan established the world-famous 
Golden Temple in Punjab, India; millions of peo-
ple from all faiths visit every year. According to 
Sikh tradition, a gurdwara (temple) provides not 
only spiritual support for Sikhs, but daily meals 
for anyone who wishes to partake. Like the Gold-
en Temple, our own local gurdwara in Walnut 
offers free vegetarian meals daily, prepared by 
volunteers.  For more information about this         
tradition, please visit: https://
www.gurdwarawalnut.org/ . All are welcome. 
 
To speak with a Chaplain (available daily 8:30am-
5pm), please message Hospital Chaplain using 
Connect Messenger or phone 909-469-9305. To 
request support for a patient or family, enter a 
Spiritual Care Services referral in PowerChart. The 
Chaplains of Spiritual Care Services are here to 
support YOU. 
 
May 2025 Holidays  
1 Beltane—Celtic 
11 Mother’s Day—Interfaith/U.S. 
12 Vesak (Buddha Day)—Buddhist 
13 Feast of Our Lady of Fatima—Catholic 
15 Trinity Sunday—Christian 
 Lag B’Omer—Judaism 
22 Declaration of the Bab— Bahá’í 
26 Memorial Day  
27 Ascension of Baha’u’llah— Bahá’í 
29 Ascension of the Lord/Feast of the Ascension—
Christian 
30 Martyrdom of Guru Arjan Dev Sahib—Sikh 
 

May Flowers 
By Elizabeth Grainger, Palliative Care Chaplain 
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Learn more here. 

Read more here. 

Watch the clip here. 

Read the article here. 

https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/when-should-you-refer-patient-diabetes-endo-2025a100089s
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/orthopedics/reimbursement-hurdles-faced-by-orthopedic-surgeons/
https://app.criticalmention.com/app/#/clip/view/824bed58-eb33-4f2e-a141-39610285a1d4?token=dc2c5716-8f4e-4080-844a-7e420fe51739
https://www.championnewspapers.com/business/article_4891cbf8-3cf6-4065-a39f-cf9b12424927.html
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