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Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center Emergency           
Department Recognized with Lantern Award for Excellence  

Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center’s (PVHMC) 
Emergency Department (ED) has been selected as a 
recipient of the 2026 Emergency Nurses Association 
(ENA) Lantern Award, which recognizes exceptional 
innovation and evidence-based practice improve-
ments that resulted in improved patient care and 
staff well-being. PVHMC is  one of 126 hospitals  
in the nation to receive the 2026-2029 desig-
nation. 
 
The ED at PVHMC offers highly specialized care    
for several programs, including: 
• Trauma Center: 24/7 care for lifesaving               

traumatic injuries, accredited by the American 
College of Surgeons 

• Comprehensive Stroke Center: top-tier designa-
tion for advanced, lifesaving stroke interven-
tion, accredited by the Joint Commission  

• STEMI & Chest Pain Center: specialized, rapid 
response for severe heart attacks and cardiac 
emergencies, accredited by the American Col-
lege of Cardiology 

• Sepsis Program: specialized sepsis emergency 
protocols to rapidly identify and treat septic 
patients, accredited by the Joint Commission 

• Pediatric Emergency Care (EDAP): meets strict 
county standards for emergency pediatric          
readiness, designated by the Los Angeles            
County Emergency Medical Services Agency 

 
“It’s an exceptional honor for our Emergency De-
partment to be named a Lantern Award Recipient 
by the Emergency Nurses Association,” says Richard 
E. Yochum, FACHE, President/CEO, PVHMC. “In a 
fast-paced emergency department like ours, where 
we see up to 300 patients every day, this recogni-
tion is a reflection of our commitment to nursing 
excellence and compassionate, high-quality care for 
our community.” 
 
 

As one of the busiest EDs 
in the region, in 2025,  
the department served 
more than 97,000 pa-
tients. Its nurses are com-
mitted to maintaining a 
level of excellence by 
participating in contin-
ued education to earn 
national certifications. 
 
"Our patients come to us 
knowing that we have 
the knowledge, expertise 
and specialized care that 
they need during the 
most critical moments of  
their lives," says James 
Kim, MD, medical direc-
tor of the emergency  
department. "Saving 
lives just becomes what 
you do every day… it's what is expected of us. But 
getting an award like this makes you take a step 
back and realize that people really do see the hard 
work we put in." 
 
PVHMC and fellow Lantern recipients will be recog-
nized in upcoming ENA publications during Emer-
gency Nursing 2026, the association’s annual con-
ference in Phoenix, Sept. 28-Oct. 1. 
 
“The Lantern recognizes something incredibly    
special. It isn’t an award for an individual or an   
entire hospital—it’s a recognition earned by an 
emergency department and the team that powers 
it every day,” said ENA President Dustin Bass, DNP, 
MHA, RN, CEN, NEA-BC. 

Left to right: Malia Silva, MSN, RN, 
CEN; Angie Besiant, RN, ED Direc-
tor; Catalina Howland, MSN, RN, 
FNP-C, MICN; Christopher Smith, 
MHA, BSN, RN, PHN; Jorge Strem-
bert, MSN, RN, MICN; Nataly Sal-
dana, MSN, RN; Aspen Di Ioli, BSN, 
RN, PHN, CEN, CPEN, TCRN, 
MICN, Prehospital Care Coordina-
tor; James Kim, MD,  Medical     
Director of Emergency Services 
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Read the digital edition here. 

https://www.pvhmc.org/giving-support/healthcares-magazine/
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Coming Up for August 2026… 

• Physical Health: Preventing Skin Cancer  

• Emotional Health: A Focus on Self Care  

• Financial Health: Financial Wellness Matters 

• Social Health: August 2026 FunExpress Deals  

Access  these and upcoming events  and articles  
on the Wellness  for Life Intranet page! 

https://home.pvhmc.org/departments/human-resources/benefits/wellness/


 

16 



 

17 



 

18 



 

19 



 

20 

By Elizabeth Grainger, Palliative Care Chaplain  
If you were one of billions of people watching the 
World Cup this summer, you may have heard a par-
ticular player, a team, or the sport itself referred to 
as “a juggernaut”--meaning, “a literal or metaphor-
ical force regarded as merciless, destructive, and 
unstoppable.” The word is commonly used in Eng-
lish, but has its roots in India, with a Hindu god.  
Jagannath is one of the names for the Hindu god 
Krishna; he is celebrated on Ratha Yatra (July  16-
24, observed in LA on August 2) along with 
Balabhadra (his brother) and Subhadra (his sister). 
Ratha Yatra (Chariot Festival) commemorates Lord 
Jagannatha's annual visit to Gundicha Mata temple 
in the city of Puri, India.  The word “juggernaut” 
entered the English language after early English 
and European visitors to India witnessed the festival 
and were so impressed by the spectacle of the             
massive wooden chariot used to transport statues 
of the gods that they could not find a word in their 
own language to describe it. The enormous wood-
en chariot was pulled by thousands of people using 
ropes, and once it began moving its motion was 
extremely difficult to control or stop. The festival 
remains extremely popular in the present day.  
Though the celebration in Puri is the largest one 
anywhere in the world, the holiday is celebrated in 
many other locations including Los Angeles.                   
So that each city may host their own celebration, 
individual locations may hold their events after   
the holiday itself.  
 
Every year, the LA International Society for Krishna 
Consciousness (ISKCON) hosts their very own local 
Los Angeles Festival of Chariots.  This year, the festi-
val will be held July 31-August 2, with the parade 
beginning at the Santa Monica Pier on August 2.  
The festival features the traditional chariot                   
procession, cultural performances, musical kirtans 
(devotional songs), a free vegetarian feast, and 
more.  For more information about this free annual 
festival, please visit https://www.larathayatra.com/ 
The LA Festival of Chariots is now in its 50th year, 
and offers an opportunity to witness an ancient 
Hindu celebration without going too far from 
home. All are welcome! 
 
The Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos—
meaning the "falling asleep" of the Virgin Mary— 
is celebrated in the Christian Orthodox and Eastern 
Catholic churches on August 15. This sacred day 
commemorates Mary’s death, the miraculous gath-
ering of the Apostles, and her bodily translation 
into heaven. In Eastern Christian traditions, one of 

Mary’s titles is “Theotokos,” or 
“god-bearer,” recognizing her 
as the mother of Jesus. The day 
is so special and sacred that 
many Christian Orthodox peo-
ple follow a strict fast for the two weeks leading up 
to August 15. Followers abstain from meat, alcohol, 
oil, and other foods.  As in many traditions, fasting 
in the Christian Orthodox churches is meant to            
purify the spirit and focus the mind on faith. The 
Feast of the Dormition commemorates the very 
same event western Catholics and other Christians              
observe on the same day, as the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary.  For many, the day honors 
Mary’s “birth into heaven.”  It may be observed 
through attending Mass, witnessing a Marian              
procession, and personal prayer.  
 
As we continue to experience the heat of summer, 
take a few moments during your day to find what 
brings you strength, meaning, and comfort.                 
Drop by the Spiritual Center/Chapel (Third Floor, 
Elevator E) for a quiet moment of prayer or media-
tion.           Or take time wherever you are to recon-
nect with your sense of purpose.    
 

The chaplains of PVHMC are here to support 
YOU! To speak with a Chaplain (available daily, 
8:30am-4:30pm), please phone 469-9305.                   
To request support for a patient or family, enter 
a Spiritual Care Services referral in PowerChart. 
 

August 2026 Holidays  
1 Lammas/Lughnasadh (First Fruits of Harvest)— 
 Christian, Celtic 
1-14 Dormition Fast—Orthodox Christian 
2 Ratha Yatra (Festival of the Chariots) observed—
 Hindu 
6 Transfiguration of the Lord—Orthodox Christian 
11 Krishna Janmasthani (Birthday of Lord Krishna)
 — Hindu 
15 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary—
Christian 
 Dormition of the Theotokos—Orthodox Christian 
16-26 Onam (South Indian Harvest Festival)—Hindu 
25 Mawlid Al-Nabi (Prophet Muhammad's birthday)
 — Islam 
27 Obon/Ghost Festival/Tết Trung Nguyên 
 (Ancestor Festival)—Buddhist, Taoist 
28 Raksha Bandhan (Celebration of Bond Between 
 Brothers and Sisters)—Hindu 
29 Passion of St. John the Baptist—Christian 

Festival of the Chariots 
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