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Brain Teaser is on page 15. 

PVHMC Earns National Recognition for Promoting 
Organ, Eye and Tissue Donation 

Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center (PVHMC) has 
earned the Platinum Recognition Award for its efforts 
to increase organ, eye, and tissue donor registrations 
across California through the Workplace Partnership 
for Life (WPFL) Hospital Organ Donation Campaign. 
PVHMC is one of only six hospitals in OneLegacy's   
Donation Service Areas, including Los Angeles,       
Orange, San Bernardino,                 
Riverside, Ventura, Santa Barbara 
and Kern Counties, to receive 
the Platinum recognition. 
 
The WPFL is a national initiative 
that unites the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services, 
Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA), and the 
organ donation community with 
workplaces across the nation in 
spreading the word about the 
importance of donation. The 
WPFL Hospital Organ Donation 
Campaign challenges hospitals 
and healthcare organizations to 
“Let Life Bloom” by educating 
their staff, patients, visitors, and 
communities about the critical 
need for organ, eye, and tissue donation, including 
offering opportunities to register as organ donors.  
 
Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center earned               
Platinum recognition for conducting awareness and 
registry activities between October 2021 and April 
2022, prompting new donor registrations during that 
period, and for continuing to respond to the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, while navigating those changes 
and challenges within their hospital and community. 

“We are honored to receive this award, which recog-
nizes our interdisciplinary team for their commitment 
to creating a donor-friendly hospital culture and     
educating our community on organ donation,” said 
Richard E. Yochum, FACHE, President/CEO of PVHMC. 
“With more than 20,000 California residents on the 
transplant waiting list, it is vital that we raise aware-

ness of the lifesaving impact of 
organ donations.” 
 
The 2022 Hospital Campaign     
effort has added registrations              
to state registries, including             
registrations from Puerto Rico and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands. Since its 
inception in 2011, the campaign 
has generated 630,000                    
registrations, as well as united 
donation advocates at hospitals 
with representatives from their 
local organ procurement               
organizations, Donate Life               
America affiliates, and state and 
regional hospital associations.   
Pomona   Valley Hospital Medical 
Center worked with OneLegacy   

to leverage its outreach efforts.  
 
Every nine minutes, another person is added to the 
national organ transplant waiting list, reaffirming the 
critical and growing need for more registered organ, 
eye, and tissue donors. For more information about 
the WPFL Hospital Organ Donation Campaign, visit 
www.organdonor.gov/hospital. Visit 
www.donatelifecalifornia.org to sign up as a           
donor today. 
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Farewell Summer, Hello New Beginnings 

As summer is quickly coming to an end,           

I reflect back on the last few months and all 
that we do celebrate at Pomona Valley Hospital 

Medical Center (PVHMC). First, I’d like to share 
an update on our efforts to recruit skilled,    
talented individuals to join us in providing    

exceptional care for our community. We            

continue to hold our Recruitment and              
Retention Committee that meets monthly for 

new nurse hires. Our new social media              

channel, social media campaigns and nursing 

recruitment website aims to enlist experienced 
nursing professionals at the Hospital and our 

five Pomona Valley Health Centers. These              
innovative efforts have been instrumental in 
helping us in the hiring of many hundreds           

of new Associates to our team. 

Now, I’d like to take the time to thank Dr.  
Kenneth Nakamoto for his tremendous service 
of almost four decades and wish him farewell 

in his new role as a retiree. Dr. Nakamoto 
joined our staff in 1984 as an emergency room 
physician and has served in many leadership 

roles over the years, including the President of 
the Medical Staff in 2004. Since 2005, he has 

been the Vice President of Medical Affairs and 
has been a great asset to the team and our 

community. We wish him the best in his              
retirement and future endeavors!  

As we move forward, we’d like to introduce 
Dr. Scott Nichols as our new Vice President    
of Medical Affairs. Dr. Nichols has been at 

PVHMC for eight years, serving as a pediatric 

hospitalist, among other leadership roles in      
the Hospital and our residency program. Please 

join me in welcoming and congratulating              
Dr. Nichols in his new role.  

Looking towards the coming month, we          

recognize Breast Cancer Awareness Month this 

October. We are especially excited to host our 
first ever “Mammos and Mimosas” event on 

Saturday, October 1, from 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.,            
at The Robert and Beverly Lewis Family Cancer 

Care Center. The low-cost program will be 
available for $50 and includes one               

mammogram and admission to the event, 

where you and a guest can enjoy a                   
complimentary mimosa and other treats.                

No physician order or insurance is required           
for this event, so we encourage our community 
to take part in putting their health first. To                
participate and learn about the requirements 

to RSVP for this event, call 909.469.9395.  

While we continue to do our part in keeping 

patients and staff safe, it’s important to                

remember to take precautions to keep our 

families and community safe in the coming 

months as we approach the fall season and  

our annual flu season. Keep an eye out for 

communication from our Vaccination Clinic 

team about the upcoming bivalent COVID-19 

booster dose availability, and from                            

Occupational Health Services on flu                       

vaccine availability. 

https://nursingcareers.pvhmc.org/
https://nursingcareers.pvhmc.org/
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https://myhazards.caloes.ca.gov/ 

https://myhazards.caloes.ca.gov/
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https://youtu.be/-eJXowRGiNI 

https://youtu.be/4oqBzg8wCUg 

https://youtu.be/-eJXowRGiNI
https://youtu.be/4oqBzg8wCUg
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https://intranet.pvhmc.org/main/workplace_violence_prevention/index.php 

Brain Teaser 
What is a trees least favorite month? 

If you have figured this out, email amber.brenneisen@pvhmc.org for a chance to win a                        
$25 gift card!  

Rustan Botardo, MedSurg5, was the August winner!  
What do you call a group of musicians performing at a concert in August? 

“An Augchestra!” 

https://intranet.pvhmc.org/main/workplace_violence_prevention/index.php
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Celebrating September 
By Elizabeth Grainger, Palliative Care Chaplain 

The Jain festival of forgiveness, Paryushana 
(August 24—September 1), is an annual               
celebration of strict daily fasting, inner                 
reflection, and confession—all with a goal                
of spiritual purification. Fasting in the Jain                 
community extends beyond giving up food and 
encompasses a lifestyle of renunciation.                   
At the end of the festival, Jains participate in 
Samvastsari Pratikraman, the annual ritual of 
confession. This ritual is also known as the Rite 
of Universal Friendship.  Jainism is one of the 
world’s oldest religions still practiced with  
principles of non-attachment, non-violence, 
and chastity. Yet the words of this ritual may 
resonate with people from all traditions: 
 
I ask pardon of all creatures, may all creatures 
pardon me. 
May I have friendship with all beings and enmity 
with none. 
 
Rosh Hashanah (New Year) is  celebrated 
in the Jewish community as the birthday of the 
universe and the “head” (rosh in Hebrew) of 
the spiritual year. It begins at sundown on Sept 
25. Together with Yom Kippur (which follows 
10 days later), it is part of the Yamim Nora'im 
(Days of Awe, or High Holidays). The central 
observance of Rosh Hashanah is hearing the 
shofar (ram’s horn) blown; it is considered a 
mitzvah (commandment) to do so. If you 
would like to listen to a shofar, visit https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9jjOg7Hs1U. 
Rosh Hashanah meals traditionally include 
round challah bread (representing the cycle of 
the year, and the crown of God) and apples 
dipped in honey, to symbolize wishes for a 
sweet and prosperous new year.  
 
According to tradition, in the 4th century the 
Emperor Constantine sent his mother Saint 
Helen to Jerusalem to find the site of the Holy 
Sepulchre and of the Cross. One of the largest 
celebrations of the discovery of the True Cross 
occurs every year in Ethiopia, and worldwide  
in Ethiopian communities, with the holiday 

Meskel (Sept 27).  
Traditional celebrations 
begin with the building of 
large bonfires. After the wood is burned,    
charcoal from the remains of the fire is               
collected and used by the faithful to mark their 
foreheads with the shape of a cross (which  
may remind many of the tradition of Ash  
Wednesday). Many celebrate around the fire 
with a special meal. Meskel is one of the most 
beloved holidays in Ethiopia, and combines 
faith, family, and community in a celebration 
that dates back to the earliest days of                 
Christianity. 
 
To speak with a Chaplain (available Monday-
Friday, 9 am-5:30 pm), please call 909.469.9305. 
To request support for a patient or family,    
enter a Spiritual Care Services referral in 
PowerChart. We are here to support YOU! 
 

September 2022  
 

1 Last day of Paryushana (Festival of Forgiveness) - 
 Jain 
8 Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary—Catholic 
10-25  Pitru Paksha (Festival of homage to         
   ances tors)—Hindu 
11 Nayrouz (Coptic New Year)—Egyptian/ Coptic 
 Orthodox  
 Enkutatash (Ethiopian New Year)—Ethiopian   
 Orthodox, Rastafarian 
14  Feast of the Holy Cross--Catholic 
17 Arba’een (Martyrdom of Al-Husayn ibn Ali, the 
 grandson of Muhammad)—Shia Islam 
22 Autumn Equinox (First day of Fall) 
 Mabon (Thanksgiving)—Pagan/Wiccan  
25-27 Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year) 
27 Feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross –   
 Orthodox Christian 
 Meskel (Discovery of the True Cross)—Ethiopian 
 and Eritrean Orthodox  
26-10/4 Navaratri (Festival of Mother Goddess    
   Durga)—Hindu 
29 Feast of St Michael and All Angels—Christian  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9jjOg7Hs1U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9jjOg7Hs1U
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Read the article here. 

Watch the clip here. 

Watch the clip here. 

Check out the article here. 

Read the article here. 

https://www.healthline.com/health-news/8-common-questions-about-monkeypox-answered
https://www.telemundo52.com/fotosyvideos/regreso-a-clases-lausd-confirma-cambios-en-medidas-contra-covid-19/2311442/
https://www.pvhmc.org/blog/2022/september/kpcc-news-post-covid-19-support-group-helps-pati/
https://www.pvhmc.org/blog/2022/september/kfi-news-pvhmc-s-post-covid-19-recovery-program-/
https://mhealthintelligence.com/news/how-a-unified-platform-transformed-clinical-communication-at-a-ca-hospital
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LincolnFinancial.com/PVMschedule. 

https://www01.timetrade.com/app/app1347/workflows/LFA001/schedule/?appointmentTypeGroupId=PS08702&attendee_customField0=&appointmentTypeId=oneonone,group&questionId__psid=PS08702
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